How to schedule a tour at the Wichita Art Museum

WAM’S GENEROUS SPONSORS

SCHOOL FIELD TRIP GUIDE

1. Plan the tour choice for your
Youth Education Programs are sponsored by

WAM visit based on age level and
curriculum interests.

2022–2023 ACADEMIC YEAR

Lynne Ruffin-Smith Charitable Foundation

2. Request the tour by

2022 exhibitions and public programs are generously supported by the

filling out the online form at
wichitaartmuseum.org/learn/tours.
Please make reservations at least
three weeks in advance.

Downing Foundation
All exhibitions receive generous sponsorship from the
Friends of the Wichita Art Museum and the City of Wichita

3. Tell us about any special needs
Friends of the
Wichita Art Museum

when you request the tour.
WAM is wheelchair accessible.

BEFORE YOUR TOUR
V Prepare your students for
the trip with a review of museum
manners and expectations. Visit
wichitartmuseum.org/learn/tours
to print this information.

V Prepare chaperones with guidelines
on the museum experience. You will need
one adult chaperone per every ten
students; chaperones are admitted free.

V Organize student groups, identifying
one adult chaperone for every ten
students. Each student and adult will
need a nametag.

Bus Reimbursement
Transportation to WAM is FREE for
schools in the greater Wichita area!
Is the cost of the bus for the school
field trip a problem? No longer! WAM
provides free bus reimbursement
to all Wichita-area schools within
reasonable driving distance.
For additional information
on applying for bus reimbursement,
call 316-268-4917 or email
education@wichitaartmuseum.org.

Visit wichitaartmuseum.org
for full details and listings of all our educational programs.

W I C H I T A A R T M USE UM M I SSI ON
To bring people, ideas, and American art together to enrich lives and build community.

MUSEUM HOURS

CONTACT US

Tuesdays–Saturdays | 10 am–5 pm
Sundays | Noon–5 pm

1400 West Museum Boulevard
Wichita, Kansas 67203
wichitaartmuseum.org
education@wichitaartmuseum.org

Saturday admission
is always free, sponsored by

316-268-4917

Colby Sandlian, Sandlian Realty

FREE TOURS

BUS REIMBURSEMENT

for all school groups

for school groups

VISIT US ONLINE | wichitaartmuseum.org/learn

Make WAM your extended classroom
WAM is an educational institution where students and teachers are very important. We
want every student to have an enriching, dynamic museum visit. We want teachers to see
the museum as an extended classroom to help meet state standards as well as build criticalthinking skills and visual literacy. WAM is here for you!
Art is a powerful way to spark critical thinking and enhance the curriculum content at
every grade level and across subject areas. The development of critical-thinking skills is now
recognized as an essential component in the education of young students.
WAM encourages teachers to bring students to the art museum as a learning resource and
extension of the classroom. WAM offers FREE tours for K–College students, both guided and
self-guided.
Discover what WAM can offer! It’s a great time to schedule your tour.
Guided school tours for kindergarten through grade 12 focus on WAM’s vast American art
collection and special traveling exhibitions. Tours for all levels are tailored to the needs
of individual groups and generally last 45 minutes to one hour, depending on grade level.
School tour programs are led by trained docents and museum educators.

What students will do
while on tour at WAM
➜ Work in small groups of eight
to ten students with a WAM
gallery docent

➜ Make observations and
demonstrate original thinking

➜ Participate in group discussions
➜ Develop good questions to
explore artworks on view

➜ Use critical thinking skills to
create and justify interpretations

➜ Participate in hands-on activities
➜ Build 21st-century skills

Tours

Tours for all grade levels can be tailored to the
needs of individual groups and last one hour.

Learning to Look (grades K–6)
Participate in interactive discussion through the collections as students learn about basic
elements of art, narrative ideas, historical context, and an introduction to looking at a work of
art in depth.

Sculptures In and Out (grades 3–12)
Explore concepts such as shape, scale, space, and texture by viewing sculptures in WAM’s
galleries and outside in the Art Garden. There are sculptures around every corner including
works by art world greats Henry Moore, Tom Otterness, and Dale Chihuly.

American Portraits (grades 4–12)
Students will explore American portraiture by looking at WAM’s collection as well as special
touring exhibitions. How do artists represent the world around them? How do artists choose
to show people and create narrative?

Spaces and Places (grades 4–12)
Students will tour WAM’s collection of American depictions of the land, cities, and seas—and
special touring exhibitions. This tour will incorporate several exhibitions and various artists
for a broad look into themes of the land and environment.

American Voices (grades 5–12)
Discuss themes of personal and cultural identity, using artwork to generate conversation and
inquiry. Artists give us a unique window into American life, reflecting the personal, cultural,
social, and political climate of the time in which they work. This tour will incorporate both the
permanent collections as well
as special exhibitions to delve
deeper into artwork that address
Tour Add-On Options
these themes.
Art Mix | Looking for extra ways to spark
American Art at WAM (grades 9–12)
creativity while at WAM? Try a special handsAn introductory exploration of the
on activity to expand learning. Students roll
museum’s American art collections.
up their sleeves and experiment with media,
This tour explores some of the
techniques, and concepts of art in projects
major art movements and their
linked to their gallery-tour experience.
practitioners. Topics include
Materials cost is $5 per student. To learn
colonial portraiture, 19th-century
more about how you can schedule Art Mix or
landscape painting, early modernism,
discuss more creative ways for students to
regionalism, abstract expressionism,
engage with learning at WAM, please contact
and contemporary glass.
us at education@wichitaartmuseum.org.

2022–2023 Exhibitions at wam
Paper Dreams: Alfred Maurer and American Masterpieces
October 15, 2022 through January 22, 2023
Beginning in the early 20th century, American artists turned away
from centuries-old subjects and styles, yearning to reflect their
own time and unique experiences in a rapidly changing world.
Renegades who championed self-expression, they ignored the rules
and crafted their own freshly original art.
Alfred Maurer: American Modern Works on Paper from
the Frederick R. Weisman Art Museum Collection
Alfred Maurer (1868–1932) participated in the Alfred Stieglitz circle
in New York City, the vanguard group for artistic modernism before
WWI in the United States. The Weisman Art Museum, University of
Minnesota, holds the artist’s estate with works from each evolving
chapter of Maurer’s career. From his early success with academic
classicism to daring Matisse-inspired fauvism to languid modernist
muses, the exhibition presents the artistic development of one of
America’s leading avant-garde artists in the early 20th century.
American Masterpieces on Paper from
the Wichita Art Museum Collection
Wichitan Elizabeth Navas built WAM collection starting in 1935. She
concentrated on the art of her time and generated a world-class
collection. Her acquisitions included such incredible moderns as
Charles Burchfield, Charles Demuth, Arthur Dove, Edward Hopper,
John Marin, Maurice Prendergast, Charles Sheeler, Everett Shinn,
and many more.

Isabelle de Borchgrave: Fashioning Art from Paper
February 18 through May 14, 2023
Isabelle de Borchgrave: Fashioning Art from Paper features
more than life-size paper creations by Belgian artist Isabelle de
Borchgrave. You will be delighted by these breathtaking, lifesize renditions of historic clothing created completely from
artfully painted, pleated, crumpled, and manipulated paper. The
exhibition with more than 90 artworks celebrates the breadth
of de Borchgrave’s work with costume and fashion history. De
Borchgrave’s paper sculptures are masterpieces of trompe l’oeil—
even upon close inspection it is often difficult to discern that the
costumes are made of paper.
PICTURED AT TOP: Alfred Maurer, Portrait of a Girl with Gray Background, about 1930. Oil on composition board, 39 1/8 x 24 inches. Weisman Art Museum, Minneapolis,
Minnesota, Bequest of Hudson D. Walker from the Ione and Hudson D. Walker Collection | MIDDLE: Charles Burchfield, Hush Before the Storm, 1947. 40 x 30 inches,
watercolor. Wichita Art Museum, Roland P. Murdock Collection | BOTTOM: Isabelle de Borchgrave, Maria-Maddalena d’Austria, 2007. Paper and acrylic, 74 x 47 1/8 x

48 inches. Collection of the artist. Based on a 1622 portrait with her son Ferdinand II by Justus Sustermans (Flemish, active in Italy, 1597–1631) in the collection of
Flint Institute of Arts, Flint, Michigan.

